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Causes & Effects of The use of Skin Bleaching Products on the Black Community a Review: 

This is a qualitative research project to raise awareness about the causes and effects of 
using banned skin bleaching products in the black community. The report will identify the 
history and root causes of this practice and identify illnesses that using these banned 
chemicals causes, on users and the wider community. To establish who uses the products   
and factors that influences use. Investigate the Black community views on skin bleaching, 
and examined how these perspectives are formed.  

The literature review presents journals and articles, from leading social scientists which 
depict Africans in derogatory ways, methods such as, scientific racism. In contrast 
publications from renowned African scholars who identify the constructs of white 
supremacy, thoughts and actions.  

Exploring why there are no public health concerns, regarding the availability of banned 
products, and where the duty of care should rest.  To date there has been little information 
signposted, about the dangers of the products. Although there is valid concern, the issue is 
not being taken seriously.  The problem is widespread in the, African, America, Caribbean 
Asia and Globally. This report is concerned with effects on the Black community and sets 
out to: 

a) Identify patterns and trends of use and identify the skin disease caused by long term 
application, and what motivates use?  What the desired outcomes are for users (satisfaction 
elements) what connections “if any” are there between historical factors and current 
impacts of racism? 

 b) Provide evidence of the lack of structures currently in place, to raise public awareness 
of the dangers of skin bleaching chemicals, and to highlight the serious health concerns, 
which are linked to the development of cancer.  

c) To initiate a campaign that will examine the role of public authorities’ responsibilities & 
duty of care to protect all the community from the consistent trafficking, of illegal 
substances that are noted health hazards. 

The review also sought ideals of Race and beauty to further establish if media advertising, 
the impacts of racism, historically and currently, influence attitudes and behaviour.  

 


